
E9S3 Where Housing, Not Jails is the Answer to 
Homelessness



-Andrea Smith

The Story
Helping more than half a million 
homeless people in the United States 
through innovative public health efforts, 
rather than policing

Andrea Smith in her bedroom inside Ms. Hazel's House. Wednesday August 26, 
2020, Los Angeles, California. Photo: Courtney Coles



-Jamie Larson, prosecutor, LA City Attorney’s Office

The Mission
Eradicate homelssness, and break the 
cycles of poverty and incarceration.  by 
taking a public health approach rather 
than punitive one.

Suzy Urbina handing out identification applications for the DMV. Wednesday, 
August 19, 2020, Los Angeles, California. Photo: Courtney Coles



-Professor Sara Rankin

Access to housing

Public health approach 

Case managers with lived experience 

Consistency

The Strategy
Create more housing, enlist the help 
of peers with lived experience, 
provide consistent support for a 
high-touch, personalized approach

J.R. stands for Just Right, photographed on Wednesday, August 19, 2020, 
in Los Angeles, California. Photo: Courtney Coles



Resources
More information about LA DOOR can be found here:
https://www.lacityattorney.org/homelessness

Project 180, a wraparound program to support recently incarcerated 
individuals and prevent recidivism, uses its staffing resources to support 
LA DOOR, Information about their other programs can be found here:
https://www.project180la.com/

For more information about Project Roomkey, California’s effort to house 
vulnerable populations during the COVID pandemic: 
https://covid19.lacounty.gov/project-roomkey/

Additional information about Project Homekey, the permanent effort to 
provide housing to California’s homeless in former motels, hotels and 
vacant apartment buildings, which grew out of Project Roomkey: 
https://hcd.ca.gov/grants-funding/active-funding/homekey.shtml

For more information on what you can do to help end homelessness, visit 
the National Alliance to End Homelessness: 
https://endhomelessness.org/help-end-homelessness/

●

Adrianne and Suzy doing a soft hand-off. Wednesday, August 19, 2020, Los Angeles, 
California. Photo: Courtney Coles
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