
E8S3 On Tribal Land, Banishment, 
Rehabilitation, and Re-entry Add Up to Justice 



-Charles Moses, Toksook Bay Tribal Court Administrator

The Story
Tribal Banishment in Alaska illustrates 
how difficult reentry can be for the 
formerly incarcerated.

Joe Asuluk (second from left and Charles Moses (fourth from left) join other men and 
women from their community in Toksook Bay’s multipurpose building. In Yup’ik 
culture, family is the unit. “When everybody [does] what they were supposed to do, it 
made surviving easier,” says Charles Moses. Photo: Josh Corbett



Jody Potts, Regional Director, Native Movement
The Mission

Provide Native Americans who 
have been incarcerated with the 
tools to successfully re-enter 
society.

In January, Toksook Bay is blanketed by snow. The Bering Sea coastal 
community is one of four small villages on Nelson Island, more than 
500 miles West of Alaska’s largest city, Anchorage. Photo: Josh 
Corbett



-Kateri Coyhis, Executive Director of White Bison

Phase I: 

Phase II: 

Phase III: 

The Strategy
“

A multi-phase approach that 
incorporates coaching, leadership 
skill development, a 12-step recovery 
program and traditional healing

Toksook Bay’s community center is often filled with locals of all ages. They play 
drums, and wave their dance fans during a weekly gathering to Yuraq – the 
traditional Yup’ik dance. Currently, fear about a COVID-19 outbreak means the 
community is not gathering regularly to share their traditional music and dance.  
Photo: Josh Corbett



Resources
Native American Reentry Services counts as its mission, “supporting our relatives during 
incarceration and in reentry back into our tribal communities.” 
http://www.nativereentry.org/

White Bison provides training for tribal communities to help their members recover from 
addiction and successfully return home after incarceration. Their weekly Wellbriety 
meetings are open to the general public via Zoom. Information can be found here: 
https://www.facebook.com/whitebisoninc/

White Bison also maintains a list of local meetings and recovery groups across North 
America: 
https://whitebison.org/WellBriety.aspx

And offers training to implement the Warrior Down program:
https://whitebison.org/files/Warrior%20Downflyer.pdf

Specifically in Alaska, two weekly groups are available, in Juneau at the Tlingit and Haida 
Vocational Training Resource on Tuesdays at 6pm, and in Stebbins on Mondays and 
Wednesdays at noon for men and 1pm for women at the Friendship Qasiq, Stebbins VBC 
Office. 

●

Before the coronavirus pandemic, residents in Toksook Bay gathered weekly in 
the local community building for Yuraq – traditional Yup’ik dancing and 
drumming. Among the men who play drums is Joe Asuluk (second from left) and 
Charles Moses (fourth from left). Photo: Josh Corbett
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