
E5S5 A Special Court Keeping Native 
Americans Out of Jail 



The Story
Tribal Healing and Wellness Courts 
help members stay on the path to 
recovery

After Judge Mehnert has spoken from the bench, participants give each other 
feedback and encouragement. Photo: Greta Rybus 



-Kristina Pacheco, Tribal Wellness Specialist

The Mission  

Create an adaptive court system 
that helps people recover from 
addiction and thrive

 Judge Eric Mehnert at his office on Indian Island. Photo:  Lisa Bartfai



-Brianna Tipping, Case Manager

Community Involvement:

Drug and Alcohol Treatment:

Intensive Supervision:

Responsiveness: 

The Strategy
Therapeutic care, community 
involvement, and responsive 
supervision

Brianna Tipping, Healing to Wellness Court Case Manager, behind the courthouse 
overlooking the Penobscot River. Photo: Lisa Bartfai



Resources

●

Art celebrating the Penobscot Nation adorns the judge's bench. 
Photo: Greta Rybus

https://c305bcdd-de35-434b-8752-67d5722025ff.filesusr.com/ugd/8305c9_da28c2df1fe14517bbf154d71fd297f7.pdf
https://c305bcdd-de35-434b-8752-67d5722025ff.filesusr.com/ugd/8305c9_da28c2df1fe14517bbf154d71fd297f7.pdf
http://www.wellnesscourts.org/tribal-key-components/index.cfm
https://www.enhancementtraining.org/
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